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  earning spiritual lessons is hard. Learning anything solely
from the text bookÑin the ChristianÕs case, the BibleÑis not
quite as effective as learning those truths and applying them in our
lives. We at Sheets Memorial are saturated with good teaching, and
some of us probably take that for granted. I remember Danny and
Jan Ingram telling us one time that they had never heard Bible
preaching like they did when they first came to Sheets. Oh, they
had heard how to live nice and be good people, but specifically
hearing GodÕs Word from the pulpit was a treasure to them. People
like me have grown up hearing doctrine and GodÕs truth, and it
is good for us to be reminded that it is truly a treasure and to be
encouraged to love God and His Word.

While we hear sound teaching all year long, we have the
privilege every year to have others from different backgrounds,

different perspectives, but who
love and serve our Lord,

come and share with us
about their lives as well as
teach us to be more
Christ-like. This time is

the Missions Conference.
 We welcomed (pictured at

left, from top to bottom) Bob and Deb
Thompson & daughters; Gary and Debbie
Henley; Glenn and Tammy Clodgo, Levi
& Gracen; Faith and Adam Drake &

Oceane. It is always a privilege to know
these people and become reacquainted
with them. I would like to share a few
things that I personally took away from
this week from these good friends. I
hope different things spoke to you as
well and that you are carrying them with
you as you go through your days.

          Jimmie Clark (pictured at
right with wife Karla) was our Home-

coming speaker this year. He
was the last we heard from in
our week long conference, but
I would like to begin with him.
Many of you will remember that
he spoke about David and the stones

that he chose from the brook when

facing Goliath. He likened us to those stones and the journey God
takes us through in order to become ÒthrowableÓ or usable. God
knows when we are ready to be ÒthrownÓ and he has to prepare us
for that in sometimes painful ways and it might take a while to get
there. I ask myself, ÒAm I in the spot God wants me? Am I usable
for Him or does he still have a lot of work to do on me? Am I
yielding to Him or resisting Him?Ó  I should ask myself these
questions everyday, but I donÕt. It would sure put things into
perspective if I did.

Our youth group went to Brazil this summer and while we
want and expect some of them to give their hearts to missions, it
is encouraging to hear the leaders talk about how God has spoken
to them. Russ Gobble came home and I wonÕt forget what he said
on the video they showed in church. He said that he would be
willing to go wherever God would lead. ThatÕs not an easy thing
to say or do when you are well established in your life. Adam and
Emily Byerly have voiced the same heart attitude. Others may have
as well, but these are ones I have personally heard. God may have
them exactly where He wants them right now, and may never call
them anywhere else. But if our heart attitude is for God to do
whatever He wants with us wherever He wants us, I believe we
are on the right track to being usable.

Adam Drake spoke to us one night about how we view other
people, and how we should view themÑwith compassion.  He
talked about how it changed his whole perspective on people to
look at them as a potential brother or sister in Christ.  This isnÕt
a new idea. ItÕs the same idea that we look on others as souls who
are going to die and suffer much if they do not accept GodÕs
salvation. To make it familiar though, that they could be a part of
our family in heaven, is what he was trying to get through. ItÕs a
perspective we should all work on a little more. We sing about it,
talk about it, but are we living it? Heaven is our reality! Everything
we do here should count for heaven.

Tammy Clodgo spoke to us at the LadiesÕ Brunch along
with the other missionary wives and she said something
that I had never thought of or had to think of. She said
that it was just overwhelming to her (in a good way) to
worship with so many believers in one place. In Spain and
other places, there may be only 5 or 10 people to worship

God with. When they come back to their home church and
supporting churches, she appreciates so much just listening

to hundreds of believers singing, listening to the Word, and
fellowshipping together.         
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During the summer, I was asked, ÒAre you ready for
school?Ó I would usually answer, ÒNo!Ó But in the first two
months of school, I remember how much fun it is to start a
new year.

At Sheets Memorial Christian School (SMCS) it all starts
with orientation: a big night where everyone renews old
friendships and meets their new teacher. Next comes the first
day of school. ItÕs always a lot more traumatic for the parents
than for the kids. Then comes school pictures with everyone
dressed in their Sunday best. Middle school and high school
retreats make everyone work as a team, getting to know each
other, and setting a spiritual emphasis for the year. Did I
mention ball games Ñ soccer, volleyball, elementary soccer,
cheerleading...all keeping us busy.

My favorite part of a new school year is Missions Chapel.
This is where the middle and high school students who went
on a summer mission trip in the share their experiences. They
didnÕt let me down! It was a tremendous blessing hearing

what they accomplished for God. Next
comes the Jog-a-thon. It went
extremely smooth this year, even
after we switched to Òplan BÓ due
to rain. A new year also brings
hugs for the principal in the
preschool, high fives in the
elementary school, and all sorts
of ÒGood mornings!Ó and ÒHow are
you todays?Ó in the middle and high
school. God is good!

P.S.  Friday, October 3rd, two elementary students
accepted Christ as theirÊpersonal Savior after elementary

chapel. This is what Christian
education is all about.Ê ÒA

quality education from a
Christian perspective.Ó

From the desk of Pastor Matthews
         What a joy to come into
the auditorium and see all the
renovations which have been
completed! I walk in on
Sunday mornings and feel
pride over what we have
accomplished. It is a refreshing

and inviting worship place.
    The new larger stage area is

already tickling the imagination
of those planning for Christmas. The

new choir ÒloftÓ with the portable risers have already given
us the freedom to rearrange that area to give more room for
movement around the platform. The new plants and fresh
paint have converted the place to an almost unrecognizable
hall.

Many renovations and upgrades have been finished in the
last months. Walking around the campus you will see new
construction (on the shop building). Have you noticed the
new speakers in the hallways and foyer that allow those standing
outside the auditorium to hear the service (especially nice for
a parent taking out a restless child). Now we have upgraded
from numbered clothespins to a first class paging system for
the nursery. I want to take a kid to the nursery just to get to
carry one around! Ethan tells me they reach to the middle
school building and property. How does he know that?

Some areas you probably have not seen are in the Missions
house. A completely new modernized bath and new furniture
donated by Stanley furniture. Our new facilities director even
replaced the siding where the bathroom window was closed
in. A few new curtains and arrangement of furniture and the
place looks new!

Our stewardship list is almost complete. WhatÕs next?
Well, now we come back to the real purpose for this campusÑ
inviting people in to hear the gospel!  As someone has said
Òwe can become an aquarium, where people look in to see
what weÕre doing,Ó or Òwe can carry out our calling to be a
hospital where we care for the sick and hurting.Ó  Remember
what I have preached from the pulpit. Most people will attend
our church not because of the new facilities or the preaching,
but because of a personal invitation from you the member.
When was the last time you invited someone to visit your
church with you?

WouldnÕt it be a shame to have such a nice facility which
we are proud of, but have no new visitors invited to join us
to worship God. I donÕt know about you but I would love to
see both services filled on Sunday morning. Now that we have
an inviting auditorium letÕs encourage our friends and
neighborsÑand just people we run intoÑ to visit with us.
Otherwise all the hard work thatÕs been done to make our
worship center so beautiful and inviting, has been in vain.
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