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Revival at the Missions Conference i, .

Learning spiritual lessons is hard. Learning anything solely
from the text book—in the Christian’s case, the Bible—is not
quite as effective as learning those truths and applying them in our
lives. We at Sheets Memorial are saturated with good teaching, and
some of us probably take that for granted. I remember Danny and
Jan Ingram telling us one time that they had never heard Bible
preaching like they did when they first came to Sheets. Oh, they
had heard how to live nice and be good people, but specifically
hearing God’s Word from the pulpit was a treasure to them. People
like me have grown up hearing doctrine and God’s truth, and it
is good for us to be reminded that it is truly a treasure and to be
encouraged to love God and His Word.

While we hear sound teaching all year long, we have the
privilege every year to have others from different backgrounds,
different perspectives, but who

love and serve our Lord,
come and share with us
% about their lives as well as
teach us to be more
Christ-like. This time is
the Missions Conference.
We welcomed (pictured at
left, from top to bottom) Bob and Deb
Thompson & daughters; Gary and Debbie
Henley; Glenn and Tammy Clodgo, Levi
& Gracen; Faith and Adam Drake &
Oceane. It is always a privilege to know
these people and become reacquainted
with them. I would like to share a few
things that I personally took away from
this week from these good friends. I
hope different things spoke to you as
well and that you are carrying them with
you as you go through your days.
Jimmie Clark (pictured at
right with wife Karla) was our Home-
coming speaker this year. He
was the last we heard from in
our week long conference, but
I'would like to begin with him.
Many of you will remember that
he spoke about David and the stones
that he chose from the brook when

facing Goliath. He likened us to those stones and the journey God
takes us through in order to become “throwable” or usable. God
knows when we are ready to be “thrown” and he has to prepare us
for that in sometimes painful ways and it might take a while to get
there. I ask myself, “Am I'in the spot God wants me? Am I usable
for Him or does he still have a lot of work to do on me? Am I
yielding to Him or resisting Him?” I should ask myself these
questions everyday, but I don’t. It would sure put things into
perspective if I did.

Our youth group went to Brazil this summer and while we
want and expect some of them to give their hearts to missions, it
is encouraging to hear the leaders talk about how God has spoken
to them. Russ Gobble came home and I won’t forget what he said
on the video they showed in church. He said that he would be
willing to go wherever God would lead. That’s not an easy thing
to say or do when you are well established in your life. Adam and
Emily Byerly have voiced the same heart attitude. Others may have
as well, but these are ones I have personally heard. God may have
them exactly where He wants them right now, and may never call
them anywhere else. But if our heart attitude is for God to do
whatever He wants with us wherever He wants us, I believe we
are on the right track to being usable.

Adam Drake spoke to us one night about how we view other
people, and how we should view them—with compassion. He
talked about how it changed his whole perspective on people to
look at them as a potential brother or sister in Christ. This isn’t
anew idea. It’s the same idea that we look on others as souls who
are going to die and suffer much if they do not accept God’s
salvation. To make it familiar though, that they could be a part of
our family in heaven, is what he was trying to get through. It’s a
perspective we should all work on a little more. We sing about it,
talk about it, but are we living it? Heaven is our reality! Everything
we do here should count for heaven.

Tammy Clodgo spoke to us at the Ladies’ Brunch along
with the other missionary wives and she said something
that I had never thought of or had to think of. She said
that it was just overwhelming to her (in a good way) to
worship with so many believers in one place. In Spain and
other places, there may be only 5 or 10 people to worship

God with. When they come back to their home church and
supporting churches, she appreciates so much just listening
to hundreds of believers singing, listening to the Word, and

fellowshipping together. contd. on page 5...




From the desk of Pastor Matthews

What a joy to come into
the auditorium and see all the
renovations which have been
completed! I walk in on
Sunday mornings and feel
pride over what we have
accomplished. It is a refreshing

and inviting worship place.
The new larger stage area is
already tickling the imagination
of those planning for Christmas. The
new choir “loft” with the portable risers have already given
us the freedom to rearrange that area to give more room for
movement around the platform. The new plants and fresh
paint have converted the place to an almost unrecognizable
hall.

Many renovations and upgrades have been finished in the
last months. Walking around the campus you will see new
construction (on the shop building). Have you noticed the
new speakers in the hallways and foyer that allow those standing
outside the auditorium to hear the service (especially nice for
a parent taking out a restless child). Now we have upgraded
from numbered clothespins to a first class paging system for
the nursery. [ want to take a kid to the nursery just to get to
carry one around! Ethan tells me they reach to the middle
school building and property. How does he know that?

Some areas you probably have not seen are in the Missions
house. A completely new modernized bath and new furniture
donated by Stanley furniture. Our new facilities director even
replaced the siding where the bathroom window was closed
in. A few new curtains and arrangement of furniture and the
place looks new!

Our stewardship list is almost complete. What’s next?
Well, now we come back to the real purpose for this campus—
inviting people in to hear the gospel! As someone has said
“we can become an aquarium, where people look in to see
what we’re doing,” or “we can carry out our calling to be a
hospital where we care for the sick and hurting.” Remember
what I have preached from the pulpit. Most people will attend
our church not because of the new facilities or the preaching,
but because of a personal invitation from you the member.
When was the last time you invited someone to visit your
church with you?

Wouldn’t it be a shame to have such a nice facility which
we are proud of, but have no new visitors invited to join us
to worship God. I don’t know about you but I would love to
see both services filled on Sunday morning. Now that we have
an inviting auditorium let’s encourage our friends and
neighbors—and just people we run into— to visit with us.
Otherwise all the hard work that’s been done to make our
worship center so beautiful and inviting, has been in vain. ll

High tO Wel' Highligb tS by Dan Hightower, Associate Pastor, Education

During the summer, I was asked, “Are you ready for

'”

school?” I would usually answer, “No!” But in the first two
months of school, I remember how much fun it is to start a
new year.

At Sheets Memorial Christian School (SMCS) it all starts
with orientation: a big night where everyone renews old
friendships and meets their new teacher. Next comes the first
day of school. It’s always a lot more traumatic for the parents
than for the kids. Then comes school pictures with everyone
dressed in their Sunday best. Middle school and high school
retreats make everyone work as a team, getting to know each
other, and setting a spiritual emphasis for the year. Did I
mention ball games — soccer, volleyball, elementary soccer,
cheerleading...all keeping us busy.

My favorite part of a new school year is Missions Chapel.
This is where the middle and high school students who went
on a summer mission trip in the share their experiences. They
didn’t let me down! It was a tremendous blessing hearing
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what they accomplished for God. Next
comes the Jog-a-thon. It went
extremely smooth this year, even
after we switched to “plan B” due

to rain. A new year also brings

hugs for the principal in the
preschool, high fives in the
elementary school, and all sorts

'”

of “Good mornings!” and “How are
you todays?” in the middle and high
school. God is good!
P.S. Friday, October 3rd, two elementary students
accepted Christ as their personal Savior after elementary
chapel. This is what Christian
education is all about. “A
quality education from a

Christian perspective.” l
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YO u th N e WS by EthanWoodward, Associate Pastor,Youth

People often ask what goes on in the ENDZONE at youth
group on Wednesday nights. Although you may have never
asked, maybe you’ve wondered yourself what all those wild
and crazy teenagers are doing over there every Wednesday.

If this is you, I know how you feel. Although I have been
here for some time, I have never been to a regular Wednesday
Night service and thus I really have a cloudy view of what
exactly all those “wild and crazy adults” are doing over there
every Wednesday Night. So at least from my end of things let
me see if I can help.

Usually the ENDZONE opens up around 6:15 pm. If you
have never been over to visit we have a variety of games and
activities for the youth to play with before the service starts.
Generally though, if you are familiar with teenagers at all you
know that their favorite thing to do is nothing at all. Overall
the ENDZONE is just a great place to come hang out and that
is what many do before the service starts (adults call this
fellowship).

[ believe that although the setting and environment may
be different, youth group should generally be a microcosm of
the church overall. In turn, although it may be different in
form and take a different approach, we do many of the same
things that take place in a regular church service. We will start
off the service by welcoming each other and recognizing any
visitors. Usually we’ll play a game or two after that and maybe
show a funny video clip. It is at this point where the similarities
between the two services diverge. There is no telling what
may happen during this portion of the service. Although I have
not been in the Wednesday night prayer service much, I would
be quite surprised if Pastor Frankie has led any games in the

auditorium similar to “Cricket
Spit” (who can spit a live

cricket into a 5 gallon

bucket 10 feet away),

“Human Sundaes” (build

an ice cream sundae on

top of someone’s head),

“Toilet Ball”, or Glow in

the Dark Volleyball.

Following that, we will

usually give a few announce-
ments and attempt to

transition into more serious
things. A time of worship comes
next with youth playing the guitar/piano and leading their
peers in songs.

We take up an offering with proceeds typically going to
some charitable cause or effort that the group is giving to.
Then comes the most important time of the night. Ordinarily
we look into God’s word for the lesson of the night. I frequently
tell the young people that this is the most important part of
the night and without God’s Word there’s really no point to
the games and everything else we do. God’s Word and the
study of it is what separates us from just a social group gathering
together to have fun and hang out. We wrap up the service
around 8:15 and send everybody on their way until next time.

So there you have it! I may be a bit foggy as to what takes
place in the church auditorium on Wednesday nights; but
hopefully you’re now aware of what those “rowdy and out of
control teenagers” are doing each Wednesday night. l

by EthanWoodward,

A Case for Christian Colleges & Universities .. vt

For a while now,
I have desired to write
an article about the
advantages of
attending a Christian
college/university. For anyone who is considering post secondary
education this article is for you. For anyone considering these
decisions please do not underestimate the importance of this choice.
It is of utmost significance that a person makes a good decision in
this area. It is not over dramatic to say that choices made during
this time of life will affect a person for the rest of their life. Bcing
informed and pursuing God’s direction for college decisions is of
great value. Anyone considering post secondary education is wise
to seek the Lord’s will for their life in this decision.
Before we go any further let me issue a couple disclaimers:
@ 1 know that it’s not the Lord’s will for every single person
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to go to a Christian

College.

@ Not every single

churched young

person who goes off
to college is going to fall off the proverbial wagon.

Having established these points let me say that I unabashedly
and whole heartedly support Christian post secondary education.
It is a goal of mine here at ENDZONE Youth Ministries to see our
young people attend a Christian college. I try my best to educate
our young people about the many different options they have as
they near high school graduation. My desire is that they have all
the information they need to make a good choice. I believe God
will use this information to guide and direct them in what He
would have them to do after high school.

When promoting Christian colleges, I often find that much
contd. on page 5...
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Mu SI.C NO tes by BrianWeer, Minister of Music

What an exciting time to be involved in the
music ministry of our church! Our choir
has just started working on the
Christmas Cantata, “The Legend of
the Candy Cane.” Parts have already
been assigned for the drama portion
of the cantata. The children’s
Sunday School classes are getting
to work on their program, “The
Fumbly Bumbly Angels.” And the
church orchestra prepares
cach week for Sunday evenings. The
Children’s Choir is busy each
Wednesday with their singing
and handbelling (if that’s a word).

Here's the simple criteria:

Be willing to try. I have had several people tell me, “I can’t
be in the choir because I just can’t sing that good.” How silly.
[ have always found the story of Moses fascinating—God had
a plan for him. A great plan. And yet Moses had excuse after
excuse after excuse why God couldn’t possibly use him or why
he just couldn’t do it. God wants us to just be willing to serve
Him. He CALLS us... and then He EQUIPS us. Come get
equipped!

Get ready for a blessing. About a year ago our choir was
in the thick of preparing for the performance of Handel’s Messiah.
We were in the middle of a long rehearsal and this song was just
not going well. Finally, the parts came together, the harmonies
were beautiful, our words were clear, and we made some beautiful
music. I'll never forget watching people as they responded positively

and were excited to have achieved it. People were saying,

Our music program is growing—would you like to be
a part? Come to a rehearsal and give it a test drive!

—
If you feel left out—don't be!!! We would love for you \ Q l 7 “We did it!!” and “Wow!! We made it!!” Come join us!
Rs

to be a part of any of these activities. }

ties are not ones to show off one’s self. Come

7
Have a heart for ministry. These opportuni )J’ |7
4 - : 7.:/;4

with a willing heart—one that strives to be used

of the Lord!

C\ 1
KP%O\N\!O\CQQ

More than anything, | want the music at our
church to fit this criteria: That we are serving the
Lord with gladness, and coming before His presence

with singing! [l

Special Announcements

* Bobby Carter for renovating the pulpit
& building the flower table

* Jan Cline & Linda Berrier for their
ministry of taking care of the missions
house

* Stanley Furniture for donating furniture
for the missions house

* Chris Fry & the Trustees & helpers
who worked on the sanctuary

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

& gas decorating the platform. Every-
thing looks so nice & Welcoming!

* Charles E. Shoaf for coordinating all

the food for the Missions Conference.

* “God bless ALL of you who blessed us
in October for Pastor Appreciation
Month. We love you!”

~ Pastor Frankie & Edith

* Everyone who worked in Vacation Bible
School, & everyone who brought
cookies & Koolaid

renovations
* Nathan Beard for completely renova-
ting the missions’ house bathroom

* Bill Benfield for refinishing the wood

* Carol Gobble & team who spent time
floor of the sanctuary platform

BIRTHS
Jonah Michael Tilley 6-4-08 (6 1bs 2 0z ,19” Iong)
Parents - Mike & Erica Tillcy

Landon Edward Harper 7-1-08 (7 1bs 50z, 20” long)
Parents - Johnathan & Kara Moretz Harper

Eden Ryan Woodward 7-31-08 (7 Ibs 19” long)
Parents - Ethan & Megan Woodward

Savannah Anabel Lynn 9-25-08 (7 1bs 14 oz)
Parents - Chris & Blanca Lynn
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BAPTISMS
Deborah Jewell
Christopher Nagel

HOMEGOINGS
Viva Heitman 7-26-08
Lois Heitman 8-2-08
William Bean 10-22-08
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contd. from front, “Missionary Conference Revival”...
’ 'y

The fact that they all believe in the true God and Jesus Christ is
not something she takes for granted anymore. It is such a blessing
to her. How rich we are!

Bob Thompson said something that helped me personally and
I want to share it. While we are all in different circumstances, this
is such a comfort, and once again reminds us that our focus should
be heavenly. He was speaking to the adults and was mentioning his
family and how his daughters were going their different ways as
they are getting older, off to college, possibly to the mission field,
etc. He then said that he and Deb miss them, but “we have all of
cternity to be together”. That may have gone straight over some
heads, but it hit me right between the eyes. In my personal situation,
my parents and Marcus’ parents are overseas “serving the Lord”.
I appreciate that and support that...most of the time. There have
been times though, that I almost resent it and am bitter about it.
They’re gone for long periods of time, then when they’re here,
they are traveling a lot. I've never told them of the struggle I've
had with this because I don’t want to be used by Satan to discourage
them. I also know I'm blessed to have the godly parents and in-
laws that T do. However, my human and selfish side needed to hear

Mr. Thompson “rebuke” me even unintentionally. I thank the Lord
for that. And I thank Him that you also have that opportunity with
all of your brothers and sisters in Christ, family or otherwise that
you may be separated from across miles or through death. ll

Don’t GrowWeary,We Will Reap
Galations 6:9

Sheets Memorial Baptist Church
Missions Conference, August 2008

Thank you to Marcus & Peggy Allred for their
selfless time & effort in putting everything together
for a successful & most memorable

SMBC Missions Conference!

contd. from page 3, “A Case for Christian Colleges”...

of the opposition comes from people who lack familiarity with
Christian colleges. Sometimes arguments against (or even a lack
of support for) Christian post secondary education comes from
people who maybe have not attended college in the past. This is
not a put-down in any way, but rather a call for everyone no matter
the educational background to try to find out as much as they can
about college choices. Many times, it is a lack of familiarity with
the whole process that leads to misinformation and faulty
perceptions. It is necessary to again emphasize how important it
is for all involved in the college decision-making process to research
and educate themselves concerning this important choice.

The purpose of college. Before discussing some of the
more specific aspects of this important choice, it is wise to
understand what the purpose of attending college is. Besides the
obvious reason of providing an education, universities and colleges
exist to mold and to shape young people. The college age years are
also a time of incredible change. Usually a person is changing into
a mature adult who knows how and what to think on their own.
It is a time of growing up and it is usually during this time period
that one becomes an independent free-thinking adult. Attitudes
and beliefs usually take permanent form during this stage of life.
What one will believe about many different things will become
concrete during these crucial college years. Because the average
person is going through so much mental change at this point, they
are especially susceptible to the influence of others. Students will
encounter a variety of influences that will affect how they form
their life long world view. Secular universities and colleges boldly
proclaim that one of their main distinctions is the assimilation of
minds and beliefs all coming together as one. Free thinking and a
wide diversification of views are celebrated and encouraged. Such

a bombardment of different views and ideas, all sounding very
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good, can easily overwhelm even the most grounded individual.
This change and molding process that a person goes through during
this time period should not be underestimated!

Most people recognize that professors, of course have a great
deal of influence in affecting a student’s world view. Usually the
astute Christian is on guard in this area. However, usually it is not
the blatant anti-god professor that sidetracks, but rather the
continuous philosophies and belief system of the unsaved that rubs
off on our young people. What is not so easy to discern is the
innocent, yet deviant comment from friends or roommates. Maybe
it is even a roommate who is a Christian, but possesses a different
belief in a certain area. It is hard to deny that being in the continuous
vast minority for four years, during the most influential period of
a person’s life, will not have an adverse affect.

I too went through this maturation process during college,
and as I look back at this time period, I know that much of my
belief system was solidified by the people I hung around with.
Some of my views changed from that which I had grown up with,
and some were further grounded. Even if a young person emerges
from college still strong in his or her faith, it is likely that they will
have picked up philosophies and beliefs that conflict with God’s
Word. While these views could be doctrinally related, it is more
likely, that they relate to everyday Christian living. Maybe it is a
casual attitude towards church attendance, a doubt about the
authenticity of God’s word, or a slippage in the standard of holy
living. All of these influences play a part in molding and shaping
the young person into the person they will be for the rest of their
life.

Oft-cited arguments against Christian colleges.
Some say that at some point everybody has to enter the world and
be surrounded by unbelievers. “Is not attending a Christian college
just delaying the inevitable?” This is a valid question yet it is lacking
in logic. If it is understood that these four years are a time of

contd.on page 6...
PAGE 5



contd. from page 5, “A Case for Christian Colleges”...

incredible change and influence, to send someone into the lions’
den at this time would be akin to exposing someone to a deadly
virus before they have been inoculated. If these four years of college
are so transforming, is it not imperative that a Christian young
person build up the defense they will need for the rest of their life?
Yes, most will have to enter the world and be surrounded by secular
society. However, when this time comes, like a spiritual inoculation,
a Christian college will hopefully have prepared and shaped them
into the kind of person that can withstand the pressures of a secular
society. Why force our young people into the lions” den before
they are ready? Is it really wise to thrust them into a secular setting
during such a transitory period of their life?

There is another argument that is often cited as a reason for
not attending a Christian institution. Many people have a
misconception that Christian college is only for those considering
full time ministry as a career. True, many many Christian colleges
only offer degrees that focus on ministry; however, many other
Christian institutions offer majors in a wide variety of careers.
From filmmaking to nursing, from accounting to zoology, it is
likely that pretty much any major a person desires can be found at
a Christian institution. Christian liberal arts colleges offer a great
variety of choice, no matter what career a young person may be
considering, The difference lies in getting an education that is
grounded and taught from a Christian perspective. A biology degree
from a Christian college for instance, is the same degree that comes
from anywhere else yet it is conferred on the student with godly
principles in mind. This makes a big difference, for no matter what
area of study students may choose, they get a Christian foundation
that helps them throughout their career.

Another misconception lies in the idea that a Christian college
education is inferior to public institutions. This might be the most
popular of arguments against Christian colleges and it is simply
not true. Granted, as with public institutions, there can be a great
degree of qualitative variance from college to college. Some
Christian colleges do not offer an overall quality education. I am
not advocating attending a Christian institution just because it is
Christian. Of course there should be a great deal of exploration
done to determine whether one will receive a good education or
not. Numerous Christian colleges exist that offer a high quality
education. Many Christian colleges regularly produce doctors,
lawyers, engineers, prominent businessmen, and many other high
skilled professionals. It is interesting to note that undergraduate
medical students at one prominent Christian college have a higher
acceptance rate into medical school than its state run counterparts.
Students from accredited undergraduate institutions have no prob-
lem getting into graduate school and pursuing even more advanced
education. It’s common to hear of examples like this, and it is such
instances that make it hard to argue that a Christian college education
is inferior. The fact of the matter is that many Christian colleges
offer a great education. This argument usually stems from a lack
of knowledge about what is entailed in a Christian college, and
simple exploration in this area will dispel this misconception.

Practical Considerations. Many practical considerations
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also exist for considering a Christian college. Sending a young
person off to college is often tough for parents. It is a conflicting
dichotomy between knowing their child must grow into an adult
and struggling to let them do so. Sometimes, as hard as it may be,
the best thing for a young person is to leave the safety of the home
and go away to college. While away, a young person learns and
understands what it takes to become an adult. This revolution is
often not easy; however, during this important transformation into
an adult, parents should take great comfort in knowing that their
child is surrounded by fellow Christians. Often, these fellow
Christians play a vital role in helping the young person navigate
the struggles that come with learning how to grow up.

It is also prudent to recognize that it is probable that a young
person will meet his/her future spouse at college. While there is
no argument that plenty of good Christian young people exist on
secular campuses, the “pool of applicants” is much larger at a
Christian college. Furthermore, there is less chance that a young
person will compromise in this area. I wonder how many young
people have gone off to college committed to marrying a fellow
believer only to be swept off their feet by unsaved Mr/Ms’ Dream?
As many can attest, when love gets involved, it is casy to make
previous commitments secondary. This is an area of high stakes and
although the secular college student is not guaranteed to slip in
this matter, the risks are certainly greater.

Paying for College. There is no doubt that one of the
biggest drawbacks to attending a Christian college lies in the cost
differential. Often parents will express support for their young
person to attend a Christian institution, yet when the cost difference
is made clear, this support understandably begins to waver. No one
can fault a parent for having misgivings when the cost of their
child’s Christian college education could possibly be double what
they would pay at a state school. While the confines of this article
limit discussion in this area, let there be no doubt that it is possible.
Numerous options exist including scholarships, loans, part time
jobs, and more. Do not let the initial sticker shock overcome you.
It is not trite to say that God will make a way if this is his will. One
struggling in this area of the decision would do well to hold onto
verses such as Luke 18:27 and Psalm 62:11. Finally, considering
what is at stake, is it not prudent to invest just a little more? After
investing so much in raising your child right and protecting them
from harm, is now really the best time to cut corners? Do not let
this aspect be a determining factor when it comes to your decision.
Seek the Lord’s will first and trust Him to make it happen.

What'’s in a name? There is one other consideration
that should be noted when considering Christian colleges. One
should not automatically assume that because an institution is
labeled “Christian” that it is an acceptable place to attend. Many
long standing Christian colleges have compromised to the point of
almost being indistinguishable from their public counterparts.
Sometimes there is little difference in practices and beliefs. It is
interesting to note that at one time Yale produced the bulk of our
countries missionaries while Harvard graduated our pastors and
preachers. Needless to say, much has changed and such is the case
for many once-strong Christian institutions. Many colleges that at

one time may have had a strong Christian background no longer
contd. on page 7...
the scroll



In Loving Memory

FROM

TO

Peggy Leonard Stewardship
Linda Leonard Library

Pat Woodruff Stewardship
David & Kathy Wright Stewardship
Randy &Amy Swicegood Stewardship
Turlington & Co. Stewardship
New Bridge Bank-Mortgage Stewardship
Authur & Fran Coppley Stewardship
Harry & Michael Frances Family  Stewardship
Willing Workers Class Stewardship
Don & Carolyn Chauncey Stewardship
Friends of Mark Heitman B.E.N.

Sylvia & Harold Kinney Stewardship
Davidson County Health Dept Stewardship
Kershaw Co Board of Realtors Stewardship

Becky Hightower
Charlie & Mozelle Bean

SMCS SOAR Prog.

Stewardship

IN MEMORY OF

Trulie Berrier
Hazel Leonard
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Mary M. Shoaf
Viva Heitman
Viva Heitman
Lois Heitman
Lois Heitman
Trulie Berrier
Lois Heitman

Don’t forget our website!

www.sheetsmemorial. org

Be sure to check the website for current
happenings posted on the calendar!
Remember also that each service is
recorded to refer back to, or share with
a friend! Can you find your photo
during past events or festivals? Find
out this week’s prayer concerns, browse
through the missionary page, read up
on our church’s history, and be sure to
check out the youth’s ENDZONE too!

Davy & Penny Smith Faith Promise

Pauline Leonard Faith Promise

Vada Essick (Vicki Lemly’s mom)
Garland Leonard

Honoring

FROM TO
Pat Woodruff

Berea Bible Class Library

IN HONOR OF

Homecoming Offering  Dorcas Prevette (irthday)
Mildred Coppley (Mothers Day)

\¢
Merry ohrigto®®

contd. from page 6, “A Case for Christian Colleges”...

provide a distinctly Christian education. This is an important point
to grasp. Many people incorrectly assume that since a particular
college has a Christian or denominational background that it must
be acceptable. Many times this is not the case. Websites and literature
usually say all the right things; however, a
campus visit and a little research in this
area will usually quickly reveal whether a
college is distinctly Christian or really only
Christian in name only.

Although I am a strong proponent
of Christian colleges, I will mention again
that the purpose of this article has not been
to denigrate any who have attended or are
considering attending a secular institution.
I understand that the Lord can use each of us and protect us
wherever we are. There is no debate that many Christian young
people go oft to secular institutions and maintain a strong testimony
for the Lord. The risks associated with this decision however are
plentiful.

My goal in writing this article is simply to provide as
much information as I can so that parents and students can make
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good decisions in this area. Because this is such an important

decision, it is important that all be as informed as possible. There
is a great deal more that could be discussed in this area. Topics such
as accreditation, what is a liberal arts college, differences in Christian
colleges, and understanding how to pay for college, are just a few
of the things that should be researched thoroughly. I urge parents

to be totally involved in this whole process. Do not assume that
it will just happen. Learn as much as you can about the whole
process. Visit campuses, explore websites, talk to your young
person about the options available to them. Above all else, like in
everything, plead with the Lord to guide and direct in this important

decision. It is a decision that will have life long implications. [l
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Missions Banquet
RQfleCtionS by Peggy Allred

After months of planning, our 2008
Missions Conference began on August 4th Aq
we walked into the fellowship hall for our
opening night, we were greeted by beautifully
decorated tables & friendly faces of those who
love to serve. The Missions Banquet is almost
a festive time, a time that anticipates a week
of growing & getting to know our missionaries.
There were many who helped decorate &
more who prepared & served the delicious
meal. They do not serve to show what good
people they are or even to be thanked by you.
They serve because they love our Lord & enjoy
giving Him pleasure. The tables were beautiful,
complete with horns of plenty filled with fresh
vegetables from Roger Comer’s garden. There
were tea lights and seed packets, napkins
wrapped in twine and refreshing greenery
everywhere. The meal was delicious provided
by our talented cook team. We enjoyed steak,
potatoes, yeast rolls, accompanied by a variety
of desserts.

It was a good time of fellowship with
our church family & our missionary family as
well, having a chance for them to get to know
us in a nice, relaxed atmosphere. As we settled
in to hear our “speakers”, we were blessed
and amused by the testimonies of the young
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people we are privileged to have at our church.
Andrew Wells (a.k.a. “Spoon”), began &
talked about his mission trip to Brazil with
the SMBC youth; how it affected him spirit-
ually & gave him more of a heart for missions.
He is currently at Clearwater Christian College
& would appreciate prayers, care packages,
or an encouraging note, as he is far from home.
Ashlee Wishon who spoke next, was also
on this mission trip & being her first, was a
real eye opener for her. Seeing people in a
culture so different, having so little yet
thanking God so much was a remarkable
testimony to her. She & Andrew both had a
great time worshipping with the believers in
Brazil who praised God from the depths of
their hearts.
Christian
Williams & Jumale
McNair—what
can I say? This
comedy duo spoke
together about the
SCORE (athletes
“Sharing Christ
Our Redeemer
Enterprises”) trip to Costa Rica & the
testimony they were able to be to those who
weren’t so easy to get along with. The teen-
agers had a good time playing soccer & were
used by God to make a difference in the lives
they came in contact with; treating them with
respect & love that only comes through Christ.

Michael Birau closed & also shared about
his plans for the coming years & his openness
to God’s leading in his life. He was able to go
on aWord of Life trip this past summer in a
leadership position preaching and sharing the
gospel and playing soccer with the nationals.
He learned again how God takes care of details
when we’re not sure how things will play out.
Pray for him to have wisdom as he is in a
leadership role at W.O.L. in Florida.

The comments throughout the week
about these testimonies from the young people
were an encouragement to me. Each mission-
ary couple that was there said in one way or
another, “You don’t need us to be here when
you have young people like that.” They were
blessed by these testimonies as were all of us
who attended the banquet.

Thanks to everyone who shared the evening
with us. We pray that you’ll continue to obey
God’s leading wherever it may take you.

Thank you to Roger & Marian Comer,
Martha Temple, Teresa & Trisha Harvey,
Vicki & Jacob Laws, & Vicki Lemly for the
time & effort in transforming the fellowship
hall & making it a beautiful night!

Thank you to the Sheets Cook Team
who made an excellent meal & were so selfless
in serving!

Special thanks to Jacob Laws for all the
hard work in creating a pamphlet for the
banquet about the missionaries & services

throughout the week! ll
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