
Meet SMBC’s Facilities Director
W       hen the editor of The Scroll approached Barry Burleson with the
desire to share his story with our readers, there was no hesitation.
Some parents whose children attend Sheets Memorial Christian
School, have gotten to know “Mr. Barry” and have grown accustomed
to his gracious nature.  He is not one to interfere or push his opinion
or perspective unless asked. Efficiency is the way he works and his
method always offers a solution to any problem. Staff who work with
him day in and day out will attest to his humble manner.

When the request for his testimony and the series of events that
brought him to Sheets was made known, this is what I
received.
 “I served in the United States Marine Corps
and have owned and operated a construction
company since 1984.”
  Barry continued, “Other than my
Salvation, my wife and children are the
greatest gift God ever gave to me.  Cindy
Myers and I were married October 4,
1985.

I have three children:

Chris, age 35
Meagan, age 21                       
Dalton, age 18: senior at SMCS.”

___________________________

  “In November of 2001 my wife was
attending church and was saved but I wasn’t.
She asked me to come to a fall festival one Saturday
so I did. I enjoyed that day with the family and was
really impressed with all that took place and with the
kindnesses shown to me from the church members.
 That Sunday I went to church and started going regularly.  The
prayers of my wife and the members of the church were answered
and I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and gave my life
to Him on March 21, 2002!

  I had an opportunity to play the role of Jesus in my first Vacation
Bible School program and have done so ever since. I was to sing a
small part and found that the Lord had given me a talent of singing
and I wanted to use it to serve Him. I have been singing at my church
since that time as well as at other churches around the area.
  When Dalton came to Sheets in his sophomore year I got involved
with the sports that he participated in. I helped to coach basketball
his junior and senior year and helped coach soccer his senior year. I
was working in concessions with Tammy Pace and we got to talking

about how good it would be to work in a Christian environment.
She told me that if something came up she would let me

know. She must have spoken to someone about it because
around March 2008, Dalton came home and told

me that Pastor Frankie said that there was an
opening here at the church. After three interviews
I came to work at Sheets May 12, 2008.
  It has truly been a blessing for me to not
only have this job but to use it as a ministry. I
enjoy the kids here at Sheets and with my
construction background I feel right at home
doing the maintenance here at the church and
school. I truly want to serve God in all that I
do in my life.

           I enjoy participating and watching all
sports, gardening, and singing or better yet, call

it making a joyful noise unto the Lord. Not a
professionally trained singer by any means, but truly

my songs come from the heart.
      From where I was in my life and to see how far

God has brought me, in my eyes it’s a miracle that only He could
have done.”

All of us at SMBC and SMCS are blessed with a leader like Mr.
Barry who takes care of our beloved campus. We praise God for this
brother in Christ and his addition into our church family.

First Quarter 2009

o



On Friday, February 27, 2009 Sheets Memorial Christian
School hosted an Alumni Game with the alumni playing our
present teams.

The ladies played volleyball and the alumni team gave
our present volleyball girls a run for their money. But the
SMCS present team won out!

SMCS Cheerleaders gave an excellent performance
during half-time, which happened to be the program they
will perform at the Christian Cheerleaders Assoc. National
competition in Concord, NC on March 5-7. SMCS Cheer-
leaders won the State competition back in the Fall, and we
are really proud of them!

The guys played basketball. Our present team had 7 of
their regular players and the alumni team about 14. There
were two, 30 minute halves. The basketball alumni guys did
a great job. But the SMCS present team again prevailed!

In all we had about 43 alumni present. That is about

10% of our graduates. Many alumni live out of town which
challenges us to collect all their current addresses. A database
is growing little by little and we are hopeful to receive contact
from all the 435 graduates soon.

Everyone had a great time
seeing each other again. Please
note that in the future the
alumni game will always be
on the last Friday of
February.

Prayer Requests
• We are in the middle of

re-enrollment.
• Senior class raising money for

senior trip to Alaska.
• Full time music teacher.  o

From the Pastor’s Study        Senior Pastor, Frankie Matthews

         What should our
response be, as the children
of God, when many are
fearful of the coming
economic years? Obviously
if the nation goes through an

economic crisis, all its citizens
will be affected. But more

important than our economic
wellbeing is our spiritual wellbeing.

Proverbs chapter 30 contains the words, not of Solomon,
but of King Agur.  We know little of King Agur apart from
Proverbs chapter 30.  It contains a prayer in verses 7-9.  A
prayer that God will prevent him from becoming what he
fears most:  vain, deceitful or self sufficient.  He asks God for
strong character and for circumstances that will not endanger
his character! In pleading for these circumstances he prays,
“…give me neither poverty nor riches and feed me with food
convenient for me”.

We understand poverty vs. riches, but what does scripture
mean by food convenient for me?  Well, in another portion of

scripture our Lord said that we should pray,  “Give us this day
our daily bread.”  Our daily bread is that which we need to
survive daily. Convenient food is our daily bread.  Why such
a prayer for just what we need daily to meet our needs?  

King Agur knew there was a danger in having too much
or having too little.  This is a danger that could put us in
jeopardy of damaging our character.  Too much and we will
forget God.  Too little and we would be tempted to steal to
meet our need.

The wise prayer of King Agur reminds us that our greatest
need is not wealth, and our greatest fear should not be poverty.
Our greatest need is a pure character—and our greatest fear
is to tarnish our character by bad decisions.

Proverbs 30:7-9

7 Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I die:
8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor
riches;  feed me with food convenient for me:  9 Lest I be full, and deny
thee, and say,  Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take
the name of my God in vain.  o

Highlights from Dan Hightower      Associate Pastor, Education
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In the last Scroll article this section detailed what
happens during a typical youth night.  In this edition I
would like to share with you some of the things we have
learned in youth recently.  Hopefully, every parent is
involved and interested in what their children are learning
in youth group.  Ideally, parents would ask their son or
daughter what they were taught and discuss lessons in
greater detail.  Unfortunately, I know this sometimes is
not the case.  Teenagers are frequently not the most
communicative and parents occasionally forget to ask.
May I be of help?  The following is a sample of the things
we have studied in the past 4-5 months:
e A series on Prayer (Phil 4:6-7)

• Talking with our Savior should not be routine or
ritualistic.  It should be a habit and something that
we do because we like to.

e Leaving a legacy and having no regrets
(2 Tim 4:7-10)

• When our life is over will we be able to say like
Paul did “I have fought the good fight (life is full 
of battles but I never stopped fighting them) I have
finished the race (I have accomplished what God
has intended for me to do) and I have kept the 
faith (this life has been tough but I still believe in
Jesus my Savior)

e Faith in Action (James 1:21-25)
• Christianity is more than just hearing God’s 
Word.  True Christianity puts the message into 
action.

e How to have fantastic devotions  (Psalms)
• Realize God’s Truth. Do I understand what I’m
reading?
• Retain God’s Truth.  It does no good if we can’t
remember what we read 30 minutes later.
• Reflect on God’s Truth.  Think about what was
just read.
• Respond to God’s Truth.  What needs to 

change in my 
life as a result of 
what I just read 
from God’s  
Word?

e  What will 
Heaven be like?
(Rev 21)

• Heaven is going
to be an amazing 
place that will blow
our minds!

e Aspects of  Worship
(Rev 4 & 5)

• Worship isn’t about our preferences, it’s about 
honoring God.  We shouldn’t just go through the
motions but rather we should give him our absolute
best.

This is a just snippet of what we have covered
recently in youth.  The length of this article hinders me
from sharing every detail, and that’s why it is important
that every parent discuss with their young person the
things they are learning in the youth department.  Often,
a young person has questions that go unasked in youth
group and this is a great opportunity for parents.
Furthermore, asking about what is being taught is an
important way for parents to show interest.  It sends a
vital message that they care about what is going on.
Finally, when your son or daughter clams up like an
Alaskan mollusk and only replies with a grunt or a
“fine”—let me encourage you to ask me about the things
we are covering in youth. Just like a responsible parent
inquires about assignments at school and activity details
at school, so should a parent ask about church lessons
and teaching topics. This is the mark of an involved and
interested parent who genuinely cares about their young
person’s spiritual education.  o

EndZone Youth News     Ethan Woodward, Associate Pastor, Youth



         Did your parents ever say,
“Do what I say, not what I do”?  I

teach a Business Math Class to
11th and 12th graders detailing
the Dave Ramsey course,
starting your own business,
taxes, etc.  As a teacher, you
can NOT just tell them how –

you have to show them how.
Examples on the board and in the

books. Detailing the mathematical
processes. Reviewing each step on easy

problems until you move on to harder ones.
  A lot of times we find ourselves just telling others
(especially our kids) that involvement is good, but never quite
getting involved ourselves.  How will anyone learn if we
don’t get involved showing them?  Find a way to get involved
in the happenings of the church. There are certainly a number

of activities you can enjoy and have a great time doing.
Gifted with singing? Join the choir!
Enjoy the handbells? Come learn how easy it is to

play! (reading music is not required.)
Used to play an instrument? Join the orchestra!

Plant some flowers around the church. Bring some visitors
– make an effort to invite your whole neighborhood one
week! Cook for families or for a church event. Church can
become what you make of it. If you catch yourself saying, “I
can’t believe they did it that way,” come get involved and
make it better!  Your church isn’t made up of super Christians
making all the right decisions. It’s made up of sinners who
were forgiven by the grace of God who try their best and
sometimes mess up.

Let’s not teach the next generation to sit, watch and
complain when you don’t like something.  And let’s not tell
the next generation to get involved – let’s GET INVOLVED
ourselves and bring them along for the ride!
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Musical Notes from Brian Weer         Associate Pastor, Music

H o m e g o i n g s
Mildred Cassidy 11-17-08
Mabel Tussey  12-25-08
Jeanette Wilson  01-19-08
R.J. Berrier     02-24-09

Remember:
• SMCS Golf  Tourn.  March 21
• Youth Service is March 22. 

EndZone Youth will be conducting 
all aspects of the evening service!

• Sunday School Emphasis Day is

 March 29. Bring a friend to church 
that night! “Friend Night” (details
coming!)

• Ladies Softball Team Sign up sheet
is in the foyer. For information 
contact Pam Fry.

• Easter Sunday:  April 12.

• Beth Moore Bible Study—
Monday, 7pm “Living Beyond Yourself; 
Fruit of the Spirit” continues through
April 20.

• LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship 
Together), 2nd Monday night each 
month, 7pm

Special Thanks!
• Brian Weer, Choir and everyone who

helped present the Christmas Cantata,
“The Legend of the Candy Cane”

• Brian Weer, Children’s Choir and 
everyone who helped in presenting 
“The Fumbly Bumbly Angels”

• The Cook Team for providing the 

delicious meal during the Stewardship
Banquet

• Bobby Carter and Glenn Epley for 
providing the wood frame moulding
and privacy panel in the choir loft on
the stage

• Thanks to Bill Benfield for coming 
early to all the services to make sure
all the doors are unlocked.

N e w  M e m b e r s
Tracey & Heather Dennis
Sadie Dickerson
Ashley Garwood
Monty & Christy Harrington
Bobby Krieger
Amanda Steele
Amanda Wentz

  B I R T H S
~ Waylon Gray Matthews  11.23.08  (8 lbs 2 oz, 20” long)
Parents - Zac & Mary Beth Matthews
~ Liam Edward Robinson  12.11.08  (8 lbs 3oz, 19 1/2” long)
Parents - Michael & Lydia Robinson

Announcements



In January we started a new ministry at Sheets called
Band of Brothers (BoB).  This ministry has been established
for the men of SMBC.  We are meeting the 4th Thursday
night of each month in the Fellowship Hall. Our hope is to
have every man in the church coming and being a part of
BoB.

Our goal is to come alongside each other and help the
brothers through difficult times and also help with problems
that arise from the culture we live in.  Satan is busy and is
not leaving the men of Sheets out of his sights.  Men are faced
with so many temptations and peer pressures in this day that
some of us felt the need to establish this ministry to help the
men cope—especially the younger men.

Sheets has a strong legacy of separation from worldly
living but at the same time, not being separated from the
world we live in.  It’s tougher on men these days than ever
before because of the culture.  It’s awful easy to “go along to
get along”.   This is what BoB is all about; our desire to “come
out from among them and be ye separate” and to strengthen
the men in their quest to do this.

During our meetings we want to discuss different topics
concerning our walk with the Lord.  We hope to have the
men establish enough trust in each other that they can have
accountability partners that will be there and not be afraid
to speak up.  We have created a Quiet Time Diary for BoB

that will coincide with the topics we are discussing each
month.  We know by our own experience that it is difficult
to do a quiet time consistently so we decided to produce our
own so the men can start having a simple QT and some
consistent time with the Lord and in His Word.  We will
make this QT available to anyone.  Just let us know and we’ll
get one for you.

We also plan to have different activities for the men
including missions trips, cookouts, fishing and hunting trips,
helping widows, work days around the church, etc.  This will
get us outside the church walls and give the men some good
solid time together and allow them to get to know each other
better.  One of our activities is a trip to Alaska to work with
Danny and Jan Ingram.  We are going to paint the church,
clear some property adjoining the church, do some fishing
and some siteseeing.  I’m sure Danny will have us be a part
of his church service too.  This trip is open to anyone wanting
to go, not just BoB, we’ll take “sisters” too!!

I hope you will come and be a part of this new exciting
ministry.  We’ve been too long without a men’s ministry at
Sheets.  This can fill the bill if we all get involved!  Please
consider coming.  Your attendance may be just the
encouragement someone needs at some critical point in his
life.

See you March 26th!

Pssst!  Have you heard about BoB?     by Tim Temple

SMCS Exalt Team
Since February 5th the SMCS Exalt

Praise Team has been traveling on
Sunday and Wednesday evenings to
churches throughout Davidson & nearby
counties, ministering with their talents
of music & drama.  Their program

consists of handbell performances, an
array of traditional and contemporary
praise songs, and an outstanding drama
performance illustrating the importance
of missionary service.

With the leadership of Dan & Becky
Hightower and Pat Shoaf, Exalt will
continue their tour through May.
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If any of you are like me, you walk around this great
campus of Sheets’ and notice something you hadn’t seen
before. Something new and improved!

Like the freshly painted latticework covering the air
handling unit downstairs near the counting room. Oh well,
come to find out that particular update was not done by the
Trustees. Hmm, interesting. Also come to find out that a
great deal of work is done by others—sometimes folks just
seeing a need and just doing something themselves—or Barry
Burleson, the Facilities Director, doing projects. It is nice to
see so much work get done by so many people! (Pastor
Frankie, your messages on being good stewards of our time
and our talents meant something!)
 Beginning with Trustee projects in 2005-2006, new
bathrooms were built outside the auditorium, as well as newly
carpeted stairwells on that side. Fire escapes were repaired

and painted, and
new carpet was
added in four
classrooms.
    The Trustees
took on a vast
project in 2007
which totally
transformed the

auditorium, and the following work was completed:
• Painting of the walls.
• Stucco around the windows, and crown moulding.
• New 
lighting.
• The picture 
frame mould-
ing and chair 
railing wood-
work.
• The pews 
were re-
upholstered.
• Refinishing of the floors.

In 2008, the following projects were done relative to
the Stewardship program and the auditorium:

• Carpeting the aisles of the auditorium.

• Awning was installed outside the doorway near HUT.
 • Basically, in short, the stage/platform renovation. 
The stage renovation involved several things, which I doubt
everyone wants to know about, but at the least included
upgraded sound jacks and mics, and more of them. Also,
more electrical jacks, and a much safer electrical setup. Better
access under the stage when work is needed. New flooring. 
The pulpit was painted, as was the rest of the new part. 
Portable risers were purchased. New choir chairs were
purchased. Four staff chairs were bought. 
  Also, in 2008, the missions house received a major
upgrade. The highlight of this work was the complete gutting
and renovation of the bathroom.  What an improvement! 
This was done by Nathan Beard.

Also, done in 2008 by a trustee, Todd Biggerstaff and
his company TB Macs, was the shelter for the buses.  This
was not an official trustee project.  The Deacons control some
projects and handle them, including this one. Todd and his
guys did the work.
  The playground on the other side of the gym also
received some improvements, done by the Trustees in 2008.
There are a plethora of other repairs and such done, some
handled by the Trustees, some handled by others. Like Tim
Goodrich who is always painting something, or Bobby Carter
who is always building something. For example, Charles F.
Shoaf headed up a project involving putting 30 new windows
in the elementary school and office area. In 2007, a couple
of  Trustees spent a day together up in the attic installing
insulation. I think it had been 20 years or more since the last
time it had been insulated. 
  There are ongoing projects the Trustees have. There are
several that are, for the most part, lined up for this summer.
  The biggest item as far as the Stewardship program this
year is to pave the parking lots—starting with the one on the
office (flagpole) side. 

The editor also spoke with Chris Fry and he commented
on how thankful he was for the hard workers at Sheets.” I am
really amazed that so many church members do so much. 
I’m also very thankful for the group of trustees I work with. 
I appreciate them a great deal. Nobody knows how thankful
my family and I are to be a part of this Sheets church family.
 We began visiting Sheets in 2004 and am so glad to call Sheets
my church home!” 

An Interview with the  Trustees   from the Editor

BEFORE

AFTER

contd. on page 7...see “Trustees”



F R O M T O I N  M E M O R Y  O F
Fred & Dora Bean Stewardship William Bean

Nancy Stallings & Bonnie Cook Stewardship William Bean

Becky Hightower SMCS Dyslexia Fund Finley & Anne Carlton

Diane & James Gabert Faith Promise Mildred Cassidy

Sylvia & Harold Kinney Faith Promise Mildred Cassidy

Mildred Coppley J.D. Scholarship Fund Mildred Cassidy

Iris Latham J.D. Scholarship Fund Mildred Cassidy

Baker Family J.D. Scholarship Fund Mildred Cassidy

Dorcas Prevette J.D. Scholarship Fund Mildred Cassidy

Betty & Harold Osborne J.D. Scholarship Fund Mildred Cassidy

Tommy, Linda & Molly Barnhardt J.D. Scholarship Fund Mildred Cassidy

Angela Hartley J.D. Scholarship Fund Mildred Cassidy

Glenn & Buzzy Yarborough E. Bean Scholarship Jeanette Wilson

Dorcas Prevette E. Bean Scholarship Jeanette Wilson

Berea Bible Class Library Jeanette Wilson

Willing Workers Class Stewardship Mabel Tussey

Zelma Mallard Stewardship Mabel Tussey

Mildred Hatlestad Stewardship Mabel Tussey

Julia Jollay in honor of Mize Family Stewardship Mabel Tussey

David & Linda Berrier & Family Stewardship R.J. Berrier

James & Jeanette Priestley Stewardship R.J. Berrier

David & Kathy Wright Faith Promise Patsy Welch
  (Harold Kinney’s sister)

In Loving Memory

We’re on the Web!
www.sheetsmemorial.org

“Trustees” ...contd. from page 6

Chris really didn’t intend for any
of his comments in the above
paragraph to print. He simply felt that
upon reflecting back that he wanted
to share some things. I told him I
thought it was appropriate and that I
wanted to print the comments that
came from his heart.  I feel strongly
that that’s what we should do as the
body of Christ.  We testify to one
another and want to share and
encourage one another with the peace
and joy that we possess. What love and
bountifulness the Lord lavishes on us!

 And (from the words of Chuck
Swindoll, “if you look up the word
church in a dictionary, yes, even a
secular dictionary, it will tell you that
the word “church” is derived from the
Greek word “kyriako,” meaning “of the
Lord,” “belonging to the Lord,” or “a
group of people who belong to the
Lord.”

I praise God for our church
family as I know many other members
of our church body do as well. And I
praise God for our group of  Trustees
who provide solid examples of
stewardship service to the Lord.



It was a lovely
Valentine’s Day
banquet!  by Molly Barrow &

            DeAnna Townsend

A lovely Valentine’s banquet, hosted
by the illustrious DMAs, brought couples,
families & good friends together in the
SMBC Fellowship Hall. At least that’s what

we were
told. What a
transforma-
tion from
our normal
Meeting

Hall, as we entered through a white flowing,
draped archway, it felt like we’d arrived at
an enchanted Bistro. Romantic indirect
lighting brushed the walls while dozens of
candle lights from giant, black iron floor &
table chandeliers kept a relaxing, quiet
ambiance throughout the evening.

We were greeted with smiles from
hosts & hostesses: Stephen & Tammy Pace,
Dan & Becky Hightower, Tamra & John
Lesley and Deanna & Mike Townsend. Not
long after being seated we began being
served! My tea glass
was never empty & if
my plate was the least
bit void of food, I was
quickly asked to be
served again! We
enjoyed baked sphagetti, a delicious mixed
green salad, yeast rolls, sweet tea of course,
topped off by a delicious cherry tart dessert
& coffee—all lovingly prepared by cooks

 John & Tamra Lesley,
Tammy Pace & Dan
Hightower.

To start off the
evening’s entertain-
ment the DMA Staff

took to the stage to prepare for a little song
& dance. Stephen Pace, John Lesley, & Dan
Hightower all armed with a tube of bright
red lipstick were perched & ready. Tammy
Pace, Tamra Lesley, & Becky Hightower (all
unwilling victims) stood in front of their
husbands with backs turned & lips puckered.
The men were instructed to help the ladies
get ready for the stage. Stephen, Dan, &
John then start painting their masterpieces,
with red lipstick flying around their faces—
the result resembling a Picasso painting! 
Since the ladies’ faces were completely
smudged with red, it was time to trade
places & the ladies would get their revenge;
oh did they ever. Not with lipstick but with
handsome neckties.
The men were victi-
mized with neckties
tightly adjusted
around their necks &
foreheads, & got
ready to sing, even though they couldn’t
breathe. The staff lined up on stage to sing
a couple of songs including “Hey, Hey Good
Look’n.” What a hoot. I think all the dogs
on the street were howling by the end of
the performance. Moving along with the
entertainment Becky Hightower & Stephen
Pace, still all smudged and tied up from the
previous performance, worked together to
try & stump the audience with a little “name
that tune.”  Then Devan Townsend took to

the stage but then took to a little stage fright,
but in the end shared the stage with the
entire audience. Entertainment didn’t stop
when John Lesley hosted a fun game that
involved checking your purse for dentures
and/or denture cream. 

Then more fun & games! Some women
were asked to volunteer (oh well actually
chosen :o)— Carolyn Wallace, Carole Shoaf,
Pearl Dormer, Dianne Goodrich, Virginia
Passmore & Linda Berrier. They were asked
to leave the room. Then each husband was
asked to remove a shoe and a sock, and walk
up on stage behind a curtain with just their
bare foot sticking out under the curtain.
Then the ladies were
called back in—one at
a time, to identify their
husband’s foot! Do you
know only 2 wives
identified their
husband’s foot? Carolyn Wallace and Virginia
Passmore.

Topping off the evening was a beautiful
song sung by a trio: Stephen & Tammy Pace

& Becky Hightower,
also as accompanist.

Thank you once
again to Stephen &
Tammy Pace, Dan &
Becky Hightower, Tamra

& John Lesley and Deanna & Mike
Townsend, for selflessly giving a wonderful
night to all.

It was a night filled with much laughter
and joyous tears (watching and listening to
little Devan sing!)  What better place to be
on a Valentine’s Night with loved ones—
there was none that compared.
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